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The Art House celebrates its 30th anniversary and Wakefield’s Our Year festival

with a new exhibition this summer by local artist Bijan Amini-Alavijeh.

The Art House (TAH) proudly presents A Glimmer, a powerful new exhibition by artist Bijan
Amini-Alavijeh, from August 31to October 26, 2024. This exhibition coincides with TAH’s 30th

anniversary and Wakefield’s “Our Year,” a festival celebrating talent and creativity in the city.

Supported by Wakefield Council and the Henry Moore Foundation, this project marks the artist’s first
major public gallery exhibition. Sharing his most ambitious sculptures to date, this exhibition promises

to be a thought-provoking exploration of spirituality and abstraction in contemporary art.

Wakefield-based Amini-Alavijeh’s innovative sculptures and large-scale wall-based artworks, explore

sacred geometries and spiritual motifs. Utilising accessible materials such as paper and plaster, the
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artist reimagines traditional concepts of beauty and ornamentation. Visitors will experience a unique
blend of light, shadow, and multi-sensory elements, that interact with the passing of audiences,

encouraging a reflective and immersive experience.

Amini-Alavijeh’s practice explores Medieval English and Persian art, and references both cultures’
understanding of sacred geometry and their extensive lexicons of decoration. His investigation into
their motifs, patterns and abstract decoration uncovers a commonality of the same shape - the circle,
a spiritual shape offering unity, wholeness, and perfection. This familiarity with their complexity offers
the artist the opportunity to create sculpture and wall drawings that explore repetitive and intuitive

making and experimental processes.

The artist celebrates hand-built sculpture techniques using repetitive and intuitive processes that
incorporate organic, abstract forms. His recent research investigates how artists can reject hierarchies
of traditional sculptural materials and processes, instead utilising accessible materials to explore how
we can reshape our understanding of sculpture. Wakefield is a significant city for researching, sharing,
and celebrating the history and future of sculpture, and Amini-Alavijeh’s project is perfectly placed to

celebrate and reaffirm this idea.

Using diverse and affordable materials and techniques,
the artist explores ideas of delicacy, harmony,
spirituality, beauty, movement and decoration.

His brutal and defensive sculptural forms will be
presented in contrast with his use of light, casting
shadows in the gallery to create a space of slow

viewing, thoughtfulness, and adornment.

A Glimmer invites visitors to celebrate this unique

fusion of history and modernity, and experience
the depth of Amini-Alavijeh’s exploration into the
complexities of art and spirituality. The artist
reimagines the gallery into a reflective space that
invites a calm and powerful contemplation for

those who visit.

Exhibition has been kindly supported with a Culture Grant
from Wakefield Council as part of Our Year - Wakefield
District 2024, and by the Henry Moore Foundation.
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Notes to Editors
Press Contact: DamonJackson-Waldock / damon@the-arthouse.org.uk / 01924 312002

Images and interviews by arrangement.

The Art House Opening Times

Drury Lane, Wakefield, WF1 2TE Monday: Closed (appointment only)

01924 312 000 Tuesday: 09:30 - 16:00
Wednesday: 09:30 - 16:00

Social Thursday: 09:30 - 16:00

Twitter: @TheArtHouseUK Friday: 09:30 - 16:00

Facebook: /thearthouse.wakefield Saturday: 09:30 - 16:00

Instagram: @thearthouseuk Sunday: Closed

About The Art House

The Art House provides time, space and support for artists, makers and creative businesses to develop
their practice. It is a place where artists and audiences of all kinds are welcome to experience
contemporary visual art and learn about the practice of being an artist through a year-round programme
of exhibitions and events.

Established in 1994 by a group of disabled and non-disabled artists, The Art House is both a visual arts
development agency and registered charity. Alongside a programme of training, mentoring, residencies
and commissions, The Art House develops a range of projects designed to engage audiences in the
artistic process and contribute to an essential discourse around diversity in contemporary visual arts
practice. The Art House’s three Maker Spaces (Print Studio, Darkroom, and Ceramics Studio) host a
year-round programme of workshops and courses, supporting both the public and members in their
artistic development. As well, the Maker Spaces are utilitised to support a Learning programme that is
targeted at both pupils and teachers to develop their skills, as well as team development for organisations.

The Art House is the recipient of The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation’s second annual Award for Civic Arts
Organisations 2022. It is the UK’s first Studio of Sanctuary, a role which sees them engage Wakefield’s Asylum
Seeker, Refugee, and Settled communities in creative projects, and was awarded Gallery of Sanctuaryin 2023.

TAH offers free private view appointments, designed to be covid-safe and offer maximum access
accommodations to visitors who otherwise find themselves excluded from visual arts spaces. For more

information and to book a private view visit The Art House website: https/thearthouse.org.uk/about/access/.






